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Abstract.  This paper looks at how religious affiliations and beliefs affect how people vote and which 

parties they support in the 2024 general elections in Ghana. It focuses on the important role that 

religious groups play in determining electoral results. The study uses a mixed-methods approach, 

combining both qualitative and quantitative data. It includes surveys that measure voter preferences, 

interviews with well-known religious leaders, and a thorough analysis of election results based on 

religious demographics. The outcomes show that many voters base their choices on their religious 

beliefs, which greatly influences their party support and voting rates. Importantly, religious leaders 

are found to be major influencers, rallying backing for certain candidates and parties. This highlights 

the need for political groups to work with religious organizations in a strategic manner. These 

findings are especially relevant in the context of healthcare, as voter choices driven by religious beliefs 

can shape health policy goals and funding decisions. By shedding light on the connection between 
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religion and election politics, this study not only deepens understanding of electoral behaviours in 

Ghana but also encourages a review of health policy frameworks that may be influenced by these 

political connections. Therefore, the research could improve political strategies, guiding healthcare 

advocates and policymakers on how important religious beliefs are in forming public opinion and 

health-related political goals. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Religion and politics in Ghana have always been tightly interwoven, and with 

the 2024 elections looming, that mix is drawing even more attention. Historically, 

faith has played a central role, shaping personal beliefs while also nudging political 

choices. Leaders and religious groups often weigh in on public opinion, rallying 

support for some candidates over others. Sometimes churches and faith 

communities end up as unexpected hubs for political chat, where spiritual influence 

meets a push for votes. It’s important, really, to get a feel for how these two forces 

blend if one wants to understand the campaign tactics aimed at winning hearts and 

ballots. In most cases, peeling back these layers also hints at broader impacts on 

Ghana’s democratic pulse and social fabric. Religion’s spot within Ghana’s political 

scene isn’t just a local story; it’s a topic that keeps popping up in comparisons with 

other African nations. Several studies suggest that Ghana generally stands out with 

a healthier democratic vibe compared to places like the Republic of Congo or Gabon, 

where heavy-handed government practices still linger. In one comparative look, 

Ghana is seen as upholding democratic ideals and nurturing an energetic civil 

society, a space where religious bodies play a notable role in political discussions. 

With the coming elections, it becomes an open test bed: different religious ties 

might just sway voter turnout and decisions, ultimately colouring how the electoral 

process is seen and accepted. When political battles heat up, religious narratives 

have a way of sneaking into the conversation, often echoing deep-rooted cultural 

customs and identities. The mix of faith and politics can sometimes fan biases and 

may even spark clashes between groups backed by competing political and religious 

views. Some observers argue that if these tensions aren’t managed, they could drive 

voters apart, or even lead to brief bouts of violence that chip away at democratic 

norms. Neighbours like Cote d'Ivoire offer a reminder: where occult practices mingle 

with political rivalries, the stakes of mixing religion with electoral ambitions can be 

surprisingly high. All in all, looking at the role of religion in Ghana’s elections gives 

us a snapshot of the strength of its democracy and flags some of the challenges that 

might crop up as 2024 draws near (Boafo-Arthur, 2008).  
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LITERATURE REVIEW 

Given Ghana's profound religious variety and democratic activities, scholars 

have been interested in the relationship between religion and politics in the country. 

Since Vice President Mahamudu Bawumia and former President John Dramani 

Mahama, the two front-runners for president, had distinct religious backgrounds, 

Islam and Christianity, respectively, this connection attracted a lot of attention 

during the general election in 2024. The roles of religious affiliations, the 

participation of religious leaders, and the possible ramifications for national unity 

are the main topics of this literature review, which looks at how religion affected 

Ghana's electoral politics during the general election of 2024 (Boafo-Arthur, 2008). 

 

Conceptualizing Religion and Electoral Politics in Ghana 

Ghanaian society is fundamentally shaped by religion, which influences 

political behaviour, social standards, and moral ideals. According to the 2021 

Population and Housing Census, Christianity (71.2%), Islam (17.6%), and Traditional 

African religions (5.2%) are the most common religions in Ghana, a religiously 

heterogeneous nation (Ghana Statistical Service, 2021). In Ghana, religion 

encompasses more than just belief systems; it also includes participation in public 

affairs, ethical behaviour, and communal identity (Asamoah-Gyadu, 2015).  

Christian and Islamic groups actively participate in social development, 

government, and election campaigns, impacting voter behaviour and policy choices. 

Ghana's electoral politics are distinguished by contested elections and a multiparty 

democracy. Regular elections have been conducted in Ghana since the country's 

1992 transition to democracy, and the political landscape has been shaped by the 

two main parties, the National Democratic Congress (NDC) and the New Patriotic 

Party (NPP). The Electoral Commission of Ghana oversees the electoral process, 

guaranteeing its legitimacy and transparency. Ethnic ties, vote-buying, and the role 

of religious leaders in voter mobilization are still important concerns, nevertheless 

(Boafo-Arthur, 2008). 

In Ghana, political endorsements, voter mobilization, and moral discourse are 

ways that religion and electoral politics interact. By supporting candidates or 

pushing for legislative changes that support their religious beliefs, religious leaders 

frequently have an impact on political outcomes (Osei, 2013). Given their power to 

influence public opinion, politicians regularly turn to religious organizations for help 

during election campaigns (Owusu, 2016). Furthermore, voters' decisions are 

frequently influenced by their religious convictions, as some take into account a 

candidate's moral character, religious background, and affiliation with religious 

organizations (Mensah, 2020). Although Ghana has generally maintained religious 

unity despite its numerous faith communities, the connection of religion and politics 

raises concerns about the possibility of religious polarization. 
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Historical Overview of Religion in Ghanaian Politics 

Religion has played a major role in Ghanaian politics, influencing everything 

from pre-independence movements to current government. Politics, leadership, and 

social standards have all been impacted by the interaction of religious convictions 

and political behaviour. Religious institutions were crucial to Ghana's fight for 

independence in the early 20th century. Many of the nation's future leaders received 

their education at Christian-run schools that promoted political consciousness and 

a sense of national identity. For example, the Methodist and Presbyterian missions 

played a significant role in encouraging political awareness and literacy among the 

native population (Gifford, 1998). Traditional religious leaders had a big influence on 

local government as well. Chiefs, who were frequently spiritual leaders, ruled over 

their villages and played a crucial role in galvanizing opposition to colonial control. 

For political movements vying for independence to have legitimacy, their support 

was essential (Ray, 1996). Following independence, Ghanaian governance and policy 

have been influenced by religious institutions. On national matters, the Christian 

Council of Ghana and the Ghana Catholic Bishops' Conference have been outspoken 

in their support of human rights, social justice, and moral leadership. According to 

Sarpong (2002), their remarks frequently influence public opinion and have the 

power to compel the government to enact policy changes. 

In a similar vein, Islamic organizations have influenced national conversation, 

especially on issues that impact the Muslim population. The government and the 

Muslim community are in communication through the Office of the National Chief 

Imam, which makes sure that policies are inclusive and respectful of Islamic values 

(Pellow, 2011). Several elections in Ghana have been influenced by religion. Religious 

leaders pushed for peaceful voting and asked voters to think about the candidates' 

moral character during the 2000 presidential election. According to Frempong 

(2001), their participation was considered essential to guaranteeing a seamless 

transfer of power. Religious organizations gave candidates opportunities to discuss 

topics from moral and ethical viewpoints by hosting debates and forums throughout 

the 2016 election. The electorate's expectation that politicians enforce religious 

principles in their governance was brought to light by this engagement (Gyampo & 

Asare, 2017). 

 

The 2024 General Election: A Religious Perspective 

Religion had a significant impact on the political climate and voting patterns 

in Ghana's general election of 2024. John Dramani Mahama of the National 

Democratic Congress (NDC) and Dr. Mahamudu Bawumia of the New Patriotic Party 

(NPP), the two front-runners for president, each brought unique religious 

backgrounds to their campaigns, which influenced their approaches and the 

participation of religious leaders and organizations (Gyampo & Asare, 2017). 
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Religious Affiliations of Key Candidates 

Dr. Mahamudu Bawumia: The NPP candidate, Dr. Mahamudu Bawumia, is a 

devoted Muslim. Being the first Muslim and non-Akan person to head a major 

political party in Ghana made his campaign noteworthy historically. In a country 

where roughly 71.2% of people identify as Christians and 17.6% as Muslims, this 

milestone was very significant. The diversity and changing nature of Ghanaian 

politics were highlighted by Bawumia's religious background (Gifford, 1998).  

John Dramani Mahama: The NDC's representative, John Dramani Mahama, 

is a devout Christian. He has been honoured for his dedication to Christian principles 

and was previously president of Ghana. The bulk of the population is Christian, thus 

Mahama's religious affiliation struck a chord with them. His political career has been 

characterized by initiatives to advance national unity and interfaith cooperation 

(Gifford, 1998). 

 

Campaign Strategies Targeting Religious Communities 

Both candidates strategically engaged religious communities to garner 

support, acknowledging the influential role of religion in Ghanaian society. 

Dr. Mahamudu Bawumia’s Approach: Bawumia's campaign placed a strong 

emphasis on religious harmony and tolerance. He showed his dedication to 

tolerance by actively participating in activities that catered to different religious 

groups, including church services. This strategy sought to appeal to both Muslim 

and Christian voters while bridging religious gaps. His participation in Christian 

churches demonstrated his commitment to national unity and shared values 

(Gifford, 1998). 

John Dramani Mahama’s Approach: Mahama's campaign centred on 

promoting tolerance and religious freedom while reaffirming his Christian beliefs. 

He discussed his inclusive vision for Ghana with both Christian and Muslim 

populations. Mahama acknowledged the contributions of the Muslim community to 

the advancement of the country and took part in Islamic festivities as part of his 

outreach to Muslim voters. This tactic was intended to balance out Bawumia's appeal 

to Muslim constituents and promote a sense of unity among all religious 

communities (Gifford, 1998). 

 

Role of Religious Leaders and Organizations in the Election 

Religious organizations and leaders were crucial in determining the electoral 

landscape. Beyond spiritual counselling, they had an impact on voter behaviour and 

political discourse. 

Advocacy for Peaceful Elections 

Political candidates were advised by the Christian Council of Ghana (CCG) and 

other religious organizations to abstain from using their ethnic and religious ties as 

a political advantage. This appeal sought to encourage calm elections and avoid 
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needless stress. The Christian Council of Ghana (CCG) stressed the value of 

concentrating on policy matters as opposed to polarizing identity politics (Gifford, 

1998). 

Promotion of Interfaith Dialogue 

The Programme for Christian-Muslim Relations in Africa (PROCMURA) and 

other organizations supported peaceful and transparent elections in solidarity with 

Ghanaians. The importance of interfaith cooperation in preserving national stability 

throughout the election process was highlighted by PROCMURA's involvement 

(procmura-prica.org). Ghana's general election in 2024 served as an example of the 

complex interrelationship between religion and politics. The significance of faith in 

political engagement was underscored by Dr. Mahamudu Bawumia and John 

Dramani Mahama's religious ties and their focused campaign tactics. The necessity 

of interfaith unity and the responsible inclusion of religion in the political process 

were further highlighted by the prominent positions played by religious leaders and 

organizations (Gifford, 1998). 

 

Media and Religious Narratives in Electoral Coverage 

The way the media and religious narratives interact is crucial in determining 

how elections are covered, how the public views them, and how voters behave. This 

dynamic includes how religious affiliations are portrayed in political discourse, how 

religious rhetoric is examined in campaign communications, and how social and 

traditional media shape religion-political narratives. The way that religious 

connections are portrayed in the media in relation to politics has a big influence on 

public opinion and conversation. According to studies, between 2000 and 2010, 

Christians made up 67% of the allegations that were covered by the media, followed 

by Muslims (31%), and other religious groups (less than 10%) less frequently. Social 

views and political narratives about these groups can be influenced by this unequal 

coverage (Gifford, 1998). Politicians have been fusing their religious identities with 

their political personas more and more in recent years. Vice-President J.D. Vance, for 

example, has used his conversion to Catholicism in 2019 to support his policy 

stances of supporting a conservative Christian-based social system. Given the 

nuanced role that religious affiliation plays in political discourse, this strategy has 

drawn both praise and criticism (Frimpong, 2001). 

In order to connect with faith-based voters and strengthen ideological ties, 

political campaigns strategically employ religious rhetoric. In order to build moral 

authority and establish a spiritual connection with voters, politicians frequently use 

religious terminology. According to research, this kind of speech can increase a 

candidate's appeal to religious voters by creating a feeling of shared values and 

beliefs (researchgate.net). Nonetheless, there is some debate about the use of 

religious discourse. Vice-President Vance's allusions to theological ideas, including 

emphasizing Christian love, have sparked arguments among religious leaders and 
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within religious organizations. These incidents highlight how politicians must strike 

a careful balance when include religious discourse in their platforms 

(NewYorker.com). Religious-political narratives are created and spread in large part 

through traditional and social media. Conventional media sources frequently use 

religious backgrounds to frame political events, which shapes public opinion and 

conversation. Coverage of religious leaders' opposition to particular programs, for 

instance, has the power to elevate dissident voices and influence the discourse 

surrounding political decisions (Gifford, 1998).  

Social media platforms give the public and political leaders a platform to 

voice and spread political opinions that are influenced by religion, which serves to 

further magnify these narratives. The quick distribution of information makes it 

possible to rally supporters of particular ideologies and mobilize like-minded 

people. According to wsj.westscience-press.com, this can also result in the 

dissemination of inaccurate or divisive information, which could influence public 

opinion and voting behaviour. Voter views and political discourse are significantly 

impacted by the convergence of media and religion narratives in election coverage. 

The religious-political environment is shaped by the way religious connections are 

portrayed, how political leaders use religious discourse, and how social and 

conventional media are used. Comprehending the intricacies of contemporary 

electoral procedures and the complicated interplay between religion and politics 

requires an understanding of these dynamics (Gifford, 1998). 

 

Comparative Analysis with Past Elections 

Religion has always been a major factor in Ghanaian elections, affecting both 

political speech and voter behaviour. The relationship between religion and politics 

has both remained constant and changed when the elections of 2016, 2020, and 

2024 are compared. Religious groups and leaders were politically active in the 2016 

and 2020 elections, frequently influencing voter behaviour with their platforms. 

Some religious leaders supported candidates or encouraged their followers to vote, 

and churches and mosques were used as forums for political discourse. The close 

relationship between politics and religion in Ghanaian society is highlighted by this 

activity. In Ghana's Fourth Republic, the 2024 election was significant since it was the 

first time where candidates from different religious backgrounds, a Christian and a 

Muslim, led the two main political parties. Discussions concerning the possible 

impact of religious affiliations on election results were spurred by this trend. 

Notwithstanding reservations, the election went smoothly, with voters prioritizing 

economic concerns above religious ones (Frempong, 2001). 

Religious leaders' active support of peaceful elections is one obvious parallel 

between the elections in 2016, 2020, and 2024. Regardless of religious differences, 

they emphasized the value of peaceful cooperation and continuously used their 

platforms to promote non-violence and national unity. Religious leaders are 
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increasingly speaking out on political issues and using their influence to sway public 

opinion and voter behaviour. This trend has been apparent over time. Although their 

participation seeks to direct moral and ethical deliberations, it also calls into 

question the distinction between state and religious matters. Candidates from all 

religions fought for the top job in the 2024 election, demonstrating that religious 

pluralism and political competitiveness can coexist without igniting sectarian strife. 

The role of religion in Ghanaian politics has changed, but it is still a powerful factor. 

The electorate's perspective matured in the 2024 election, concentrating more on 

policy concerns than religious identities, indicating a progressive move in political 

decision-making toward secular factors (Gifford, 1998). 

 

Theoretical Framework 

Rational Choice Theory 

According to the economics and political science paradigm known as 

‘Rational Choice Theory’ (RCT), people make decisions by weighing their options and 

choosing the one that will maximize their own utility. When it comes to elections, 

this implies that voters weigh a variety of considerations before casting their ballots, 

including policy stances, economic advantages, social alignments, and ideological 

convictions. In this process of making decisions, religion is important since it 

frequently influences people's moral principles, level of faith in political candidates, 

and opinions about government. People utilize heuristics, which are mental 

shortcuts, to make difficult decision-making processes simpler. Religion serves as a 

heuristic cue during elections, assisting voters in rapidly evaluating a candidate's 

honesty, reliability, and capacity to preserve social values. According to studies, 

voters frequently choose religious candidates because they believe they are honest, 

morally upright, and committed to social justice (Tusalem, 2009). 

Rational Choice Theory helps explain how voters in Ghana's 2024 election 

balanced their religious identification with other political factors, as a Muslim 

candidate led the ruling party for the first time. While Muslim voters might have 

viewed the election as a chance for greater representation in politics, some Christian 

voters might have backed a candidate who shared their beliefs. Voting behaviour 

was not solely influenced by religious affiliation, though, since party allegiance, 

economic concerns, and policy priorities all had a big impact. Rational Choice Theory 

contends that voters ultimately behave in ways that maximize their overall interests, 

which may include national stability, economic security, and the efficacy of 

governance, even though religion can have a significant influence on voting 

behaviour. Ghana's previous elections have shown that, although religious factors 

do affect political preferences, economic factors frequently take precedence. For 

example, in the 2016 and 2020 elections, despite religious endorsements and 

mobilization attempts, voter behaviour was greatly influenced by economic 

challenges and discontent with government policies (Gyampo & Graham, 2020). 
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Religious identification affected voter alignment in the 2024 election, but it 

did not outweigh concerns about government and the economy. Voters probably 

evaluated the candidates on how well they could handle problems like national 

development, inflation, and unemployment while striking a balance between their 

religious convictions and practical worries about the results of governance (Gyampo 

& Graham, 2020). A prism through which to view Ghana's intricate interaction 

between religion and electoral politics is offered by rational choice theory. Although 

it still plays a significant role in voting behaviour, religious identification interacts 

with more general socioeconomic factors. This complex interaction was 

demonstrated in the 2024 election, when voters balanced religious affinities against 

economic policies, governing capacities, and national development priorities 

(Gyampo & Graham, 2020). 

Social Identity Theory 

According to the Social Identity Theory (SIT), which was created by Tajfel and 

Turner in 1979, people define themselves by the groups they belong to, which might 

include political, religious, and ethnic ties. In-group favouritism, in which people 

show preference and allegiance to their own group while occasionally expressing 

prejudices against out-groups, is created by this group identification (Brewer, 1999). 

Religion functions as a potent social identifier in electoral politics, influencing 

political discourse, candidate selection, and voter behaviour. Political action is 

greatly influenced by religious identity because it creates a sense of community and 

common ideals among followers of a faith (Verba, Schlozman, & Brady, 1995). In 

religiously diverse cultures like Ghana, where Islam and Christianity are the most 

common religions, political candidates frequently use religious sentiments to rally 

voters. Candidates that share their religious background may be more likely to be 

supported by voters who believe that they would defend their religious values 

(Norris & Inglehart, 2011). In 2024, a Muslim candidate headed the ruling party for 

the first time, making it a landmark election in Ghana's political history. This change 

probably strengthened voting patterns based on social identification, as Muslim 

voters saw the election as a chance to gain more representation and power in 

politics. Alternatively, religious solidarity and other political factors, like governance 

records and economic policies, might have caused Christian voters to be split 

(Gyimah-Boadi & Prempeh, 2012). Religious organizations and leaders reinforce 

group-based political identities, which has a big impact on election results. 

According to Djupe and Calfano (2013), religious leaders have the ability to 

affect voter choices and candidate views through sermons, public pronouncements, 

and tacit endorsements. The Office of the National Chief Imam and the Ghana 

Pentecostal and Charismatic Council, two significant religious organizations in 

Ghana, have long advised their adherents on political participation and frequently 

exhorted them to cast ballots in accordance with their religious beliefs (Owusu, 

2019). Campaign rhetoric emphasizing faith-based identities during the 2024 
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election may have contributed to religious divisiveness. The use of religious 

connections by political parties and politicians to win over voters probably 

strengthened already-existing social divisions and promoted in-group cohesiveness. 

However, there is a chance that overzealous religious activism in politics may 

exacerbate sectarian divisions, which could jeopardize democratic stability and 

national cohesion (Horowitz, 2000). The dual influence of religious identification on 

political participation is highlighted by the application of SIT to Ghana's 2024 

election. Although religious identification promotes political engagement and 

communal cohesion, it can also lead to exclusionary politics, when people put their 

religious allegiance ahead of larger national objectives (Chandra, 2004). This 

phenomenon emphasizes how important it is for religious leaders and political 

actors to encourage inclusive discourse that prioritizes national unity and interfaith 

harmony over sectarian allegiances. Social Identity Theory offers a useful framework 

for comprehending how religion and Ghanaian electoral politics interact. The 2024 

election demonstrated the influence of religious identification on political 

endorsements, campaign tactics, and voter preferences. Though they can improve 

political mobilization, faith-based associations present problems with democratic 

inclusivity and societal divisiveness. Strengthening Ghana's democratic government 

going forward will require encouraging interfaith discussion and advocating for laws 

that cut across religious lines. 

 

Political Communication Theory 

Political communication theory investigates the ways in which speech, media, 

and communications impact political beliefs, actions, and decision-making (McQuail, 

2010). Interactions between political players, media outlets, and the general public 

are all included in political communication in democracies, which influences voting 

behaviour and the results of governance (Graber & Dunaway, 2017). In electoral 

politics, religion communication, via political campaigns, faith-based media, and 

sermons, is essential for influencing political discourse and voter attitudes. Political 

messages are effectively conveyed by religious organizations, which frequently 

frame election outcomes in terms of morality and ethics. In order to increase their 

legitimacy, rally support, and strengthen their campaign narratives, political 

candidates and parties deliberately collaborate with religious organizations (Karam, 

2022). In Ghana, where religious organizations hold significant power, sermons, 

religious assemblies, and media outlets offer channels for direct or indirect political 

support. 

The 2024 election served as an example of how religious preaching might 

influence voter preferences. Congregants were urged to vote in accordance with 

principles like honesty, fairness, and social responsibility by prominent religious 

leaders. Others quietly led their followers by highlighting issues that spoke to 

particular political ideas or politicians, while other leaders maintained their 
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neutrality. This illustrates the wider function of religious discourse in political 

communication, where messages rooted in faith can strengthen partisanship and 

affect election results (Norris & Inglehart, 2011). Religious narratives are heavily 

emphasized in electoral politics by the mass media, which includes radio, television, 

newspapers, and internet sites. Political Communication Theory emphasizes how 

mediated messages influence democratic engagement, political participation, and 

public opinion (McQuail, 2010). Through interviews with religious leaders, faith-

based commentary, and campaign tactics that tapped into religious feelings, 

traditional media sources in Ghana covered the 2024 election in great detail. By 

facilitating the quick spread of religious-political messages, social media further 

exacerbated the relationship between religion and politics. The spread of sermons, 

religious endorsements, and viral political content with a religious framing was made 

easier by platforms like Facebook, Twitter, and WhatsApp. Religious organizations 

reinforced the influence of religion on political communication by using digital 

platforms to coordinate faith-based lobbying, engage voters, and refute alternative 

narratives (Campbell & Tsuria, 2021). 

Religious leaders are important opinion leaders who shape political discourse 

by examining governance issues from a moral and religious perspective. According 

to political communication theory, religious leaders and other elite communicators 

influence public discussions by presenting political options in ways that appeal to 

their audiences (Entman, 1993). Voter sentiments in Ghana's 2024 election were 

influenced by remarks made by religious organizations such the Office of the 

National Chief Imam and the Ghana Pentecostal and Charismatic Council. While 

some religious leaders advocated for political neutrality, others made implicit 

endorsements by emphasizing aspects of governance that were consistent with their 

beliefs. Voter attitudes were impacted by this calculated communication, which 

strengthened the notion that political leadership and religious beliefs are related 

(Djupe & Calfano, 2013). 

The 2024 election in Ghana highlights the significant influence of religious 

narratives on voter choice, as demonstrated by the application of Political 

Communication Theory. Election politics are becoming more and more entwined 

with religious considerations as political actors include religious rhetoric into their 

communication methods. The necessity for responsible political communication 

techniques is highlighted by this dynamic, which poses ethical problems about how 

to strike a balance between religious influence and democratic neutrality (Habermas, 

2006). Political Communication Theory is a useful framework for comprehending 

how language, media outlets, and religion preaching influence Ghanaian electoral 

politics. The 2024 election showed how faith-based narratives, religious leaders, and 

traditional and social media can affect voter sentiment and election results. Religious 

communication fosters civic engagement, but it also calls for critical analysis of the 

moral dilemmas raised by the politics of religion. Upholding the integrity of political 
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communication while promoting inclusion and religious harmony should be the 

goals of future election procedures. A multifaceted perspective of the role of religion 

in Ghanaian electoral politics is offered by these academic frameworks. Political 

Communication Theory emphasizes the impact of religious discourse in the media, 

Social Identity Theory describes how religious affiliations shape voting behaviour, 

and Rational Choice Theory emphasizes how voters strategically make decisions. 

 

METHODOLOGY  

Research Design 

A mixed-methods research methodology is used in this study to investigate 

how religion will affect electoral politics in Ghana's general election of 2024. A 

thorough grasp of how religion influences voting behaviour, political discourse, and 

election outcomes is provided by the mixed-methods approach, which blends 

quantitative and qualitative methodologies (Creswell & Creswell, 2018). Because it 

enables both statistical analysis and a thorough examination of political-religious 

connections, this methodology is suitable for researching intricate social 

phenomena such as the relationship between religion and politics. The study's 

quantitative component uses a descriptive survey method to gather quantifiable 

information on voting patterns, religious affiliation, and opinions regarding the 

impact of religion on elections. A representative sample of voters representing 

Ghana's broad religious landscape, including Christians, Muslims, and followers of 

traditional religions, are given structured questionnaires. To find relationships 

between religious identification and political decisions, the data is examined using 

both descriptive statistics and inferential statistical techniques, including regression 

analysis and cross-tabulations (Babbie, 2020). 

The qualitative component takes an exploratory approach, gathering the 

lived experiences and viewpoints of voters, political candidates, and religious leaders 

through focus groups and in-depth interviews. These interviews shed light on the 

degree to which sermons, religious endorsements, and messages affect election 

results. Comparative analysis of the ways in which religion influences political 

participation is made easier by focus groups with voters of various religious 

backgrounds. In order to evaluate the larger story of religion in Ghanaian politics, 

document analysis is also carried out, including political party manifestos, religious 

speeches, media content, and previous election reports (Denzin & Lincoln, 2018). 

Triangulation is ensured by combining quantitative and qualitative methodologies, 

which improves the validity and reliability of the investigation. The research reduces 

biases and increases the validity of findings by integrating survey data with 

interviews and document analysis (Patton, 2015). The mixed-methods methodology 

offers a comprehensive analysis of how leadership, institutions, and religious 

convictions influence electoral behaviour and political decision-making in Ghana's 

democratic process. 
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Target Population  

The study's target population is made up of people and organizations whose 

viewpoints, positions, and experiences are crucial to comprehending how religion 

will affect electoral politics in Ghana's general election in 2024. They consist of civil 

society organizations, political candidates, religious leaders, registered voters, and 

electoral officials. A thorough examination of how religion influences political 

behaviour, campaign tactics, and voter choices is ensured by choosing a varied 

population (Creswell & Creswell, 2018). Since they represent the electorate whose 

decisions may be impacted by religious considerations, registered voters make up a 

crucial portion of the study's population. In order to ensure an inclusive analysis of 

religious diversity in Ghanaian electoral politics, the study focuses on voters who 

identify as Christian, Muslim, or Traditional African. Political candidates are also 

covered in the study since they frequently use religious institutions and themes in 

their campaign tactics to garner support. Comprehending their motives and 

methods offers valuable perspectives on the tactical function of religion in political 

rivalry (Babbie, 2020). 

These players offer important insights into voter education initiatives, 

institutional protections against religious bias in elections, and the wider effects of 

religion-political relations on democratic governance. The study guarantees a 

thorough and impartial examination of the impact of religion on Ghana's general 

election in 2024 by choosing a target group that comprises a variety of religious and 

political interests. Including a variety of viewpoints improves the validity of the 

study's conclusions and provides a comprehensive picture of how religion affects 

elections in Ghana's changing democratic environment (Patton, 2015). 

 

Sample Size and Sampling Technique  

In order to capture a range of viewpoints on how religion affects electoral 

politics in Ghana’s general election of 2024, the study uses a sample size of 100 

respondents. In terms of data collection and processing, the selection of 100 

participants guarantees a manageable yet representative sample that for in-depth 

research while preserving practicality (Creswell & Creswell, 2018). To improve 

representativeness and depth, a combination of probability and non-probability 

sampling approaches is employed, given the intricacy of the research issue. The 

study divides the population into three major religious groups, Christians, Muslims, 

and followers of Traditional African Religion, using a stratified random sample 

technique to guarantee diversity in voter representation. To ensure equitable 

representation, the sample size is divided among these groups using proportional 

allocation. In order to balance urban and rural viewpoints on how religion influences 

political decisions, the respondents are also selected from a variety of geographic 

locations within Ghana's sixteen regions (Babbie, 2020). 



 

 

Vol. 3 No. 1 (2025) 
 ISSN: 2987-0321 

 

AL-IKHSAN: Interdisciplinary Journal of Islamic Studies 
https://al-ikhsan.my.id/ 

 

129 
 

Abdul Aziz Shamhuna 

The Influence of Religion on Electoral Politics in Ghana: The 2024 General Election 

A purposive sampling technique is used to choose civil society 

representatives, political candidates, religious leaders, and election officials as key 

informants. This method makes it possible to specifically choose those who have a 

direct stake in political and religious issues. Their observations aid in the explanation 

of how political affiliations, sermons, and religious endorsements affect voting 

behaviour (Denzin & Lincoln, 2018). Additionally, snowball sampling is used to find 

powerful religious leaders who have a significant impact on election results. This 

approach enhances the qualitative component of the research by allowing the study 

to record the opinions of important but less well-known stakeholders (Patton, 2015). 

The research guarantees a balanced combination of generalizable data and in-depth 

contextual insights by incorporating purposive and snowball sampling for key 

informants and stratified random selection for voters. The study's capacity to 

examine how religion affects voting trends, campaign tactics, and voter turnout in 

Ghana's general election of 2024 is strengthened by this analytical approach. 

 

Data Collection  

The study uses a mixed-methods approach to gather data, combining 

quantitative and qualitative approaches to give a thorough picture of how religion 

will affect electoral politics in Ghana's general election in 2024. This methodology 

improves the research's validity and depth by capturing both detailed viewpoints 

and numerical patterns (Creswell & Creswell, 2018). For the quantitative component, 

100 respondents, who are registered voters from Ghana's sixteen regions, are given 

standardized questionnaires. The questionnaire focuses on voter perceptions, 

religious affiliations, and the degree to which religious influence influences political 

decisions. It contains both closed-ended and Likert-scale items. Standardized 

responses from a structured survey facilitate statistical comparisons and more 

effective data processing (Babbie, 2020). Google Forms is used to distribute the 

questionnaires both electronically and physically, making them accessible to 

respondents in various places. 

Religious leaders, public officials, and representatives of civil society 

participate in semi-structured interviews and focus group discussions (FGDs) as part 

of the qualitative component. The interviews offer deep insights into the ways in 

which religious organizations participate in elections, support political candidates, 

or influence public opinion. Voter FGDs enable a more participatory investigation of 

the ways in which religious convictions impact voting behaviour. These 

conversations provide better contextual understanding by revealing social dynamics 

that might not be apparent in survey replies (Denzin & Lincoln, 2018). By comparing 

the results of surveys, interviews, and focus group discussions, triangulation is used 

to guarantee data credibility and dependability. Additionally, all qualitative 

interviews are captured on audio and transcribed, and SPSS is used to analyse and 

interpret quantitative data statistically. Research ethics rules are closely followed, 
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and ethical factors including informed permission, confidentiality, and voluntary 

involvement are upheld (Patton, 2015). In order to provide a comprehensive 

evaluation of the role religion plays in Ghana's 2024 elections, the study combines 

focus groups, qualitative interviews, and formal surveys. The trustworthiness of the 

results is increased by this multi-source data collection method, which also offers a 

fair assessment of the role of religion in political decision-making. 

 

Data Analysis  

In order to give a thorough grasp of how religion affected Ghana's general 

election in 2024, the study uses a mixed-methods approach to data analysis, 

combining quantitative statistical approaches with qualitative thematic analysis. This 

method guarantees a thorough analysis of both numerical patterns and more 

profound contextual insights (Creswell & Creswell, 2018). The Statistical Package for 

the Social Sciences (SPSS) is used to code and analyse the quantitative data from 

the structured questionnaire replies. In order to describe respondents' opinions 

regarding the role of religion in electoral decision-making, descriptive statistics like 

frequencies, percentages, means, and standard deviations are employed. The 

association between voting behaviour and religious affiliation is also investigated 

using inferential statistical tests, such as logistic regression and chi-square testing. 

This statistical methodology ensures a data-driven interpretation of findings by 

assisting in the identification of patterns and connections between religious beliefs 

and election decisions (Field, 2018). 

Thematic analysis is used to examine the qualitative data from semi-

structured interview and focus group discussion (FGD) transcripts. Responses are 

coded, recurrent themes are found, and narratives about religious endorsements, 

moral considerations in political decisions, and the effect of religious leaders on 

voters are categorized. The identification of recurring themes and sub-themes in the 

conversations is made easier by the use of NVivo software for managing and 

analysing qualitative data (Braun & Clarke, 2019). The qualitative study adds to the 

statistical results by offering more thorough explanations of why people vote, how 

religion influences politics, and how the general public views religious impact in 

elections. Triangulation, which involves cross-validating results from both 

quantitative and qualitative methodologies, is used to improve the study's validity 

and reliability. This guarantees that a multifaceted and impartial view of the 

significance of religion in Ghana's general election in 2024 is captured in the study 

(Denzin & Lincoln, 2018). In order to maintain neutrality, the analysis also employs 

a methodical methodology, with member checks carried out by providing draft 

interpretations to chosen participants for confirmation. 

With the use of an integrated data analytic approach, the study is able to 

provide both rich contextual narratives and empirical statistical insights on the 

relationship between religion and electoral politics in Ghana. A comprehensive view 
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of how religion influences Ghanaian electoral behaviour, political engagement, and 

democratic involvement is offered by the findings. 

 

Ethical Considerations 

Since the study examines delicate political and religious topics, ethical 

considerations are essential when investigating how religion affects electoral politics 

in Ghana's general election of 2024. To maintain research integrity and safeguard 

participants from potential hazards, confidentiality, informed permission, voluntary 

participation, and impartiality must be guaranteed (Creswell & Creswell, 2018). First, 

prior to data collection, each participant's informed consent is acquired. 

Respondents are given comprehensive information about the goals, methods, and 

possible risks of the study so they can decide whether or not to participate. A 

consent form is signed by each participant, guaranteeing their voluntary and non-

coerced participation in the study (Bryman, 2016). 

Strict confidentiality and anonymity measures are taken to safeguard the 

identities of respondents. Since the study examines individual religious and political 

beliefs, participant data is kept anonymous, and no identifying information is 

included in publications or reports. Data is kept safe and only the study team can 

access it, adhering to ethical data protection standards (Babbie, 2020). Through 

objectivity in data gathering and analysis, the study also guarantees impartiality and 

non-bias. Due to the delicate nature of politics and religion, survey and interview 

questions are phrased neutrally to avoid influencing answers. Furthermore, 

triangulation is employed to verify results from several sources, minimizing 

subjective bias and guaranteeing fair interpretations (Denzin & Lincoln, 2018). 

Additionally, the study process is conducted with respect for the diversity of cultures 

and religions. To ensure that no group feels disenfranchised or misrepresented, 

participants from a variety of religious backgrounds, including Christianity, Islam, 

and traditional religions, are treated with equal respect. To make sure the study 

complies with cultural sensitivities, researchers consult with community 

representatives and religious leaders (Patton, 2015). Finally, there are no 

consequences if a volunteer decides to leave the study at any point. This voluntary 

participation approach makes sure that people don't feel pressured to divulge 

information that makes them uncomfortable. The study complies with worldwide 

research standards and academic institutions' ethical norms, guaranteeing 

adherence to best practices in social science research (Resnik, 2020). 

By including these ethical considerations, the study maintains academic 

integrity, safeguards the rights of respondents, and guarantees a responsible 

examination of the relationship between religion and Ghanaian political politics. 
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Limitations of the Study  

A number of constraints may impact the breadth, depth, and generalizability 

of the study on the role of religion in electoral politics in Ghana's general election 

of 2024. Data collecting issues, respondent bias, time limits, and political sensitivity 

must all be considered despite strict methodological procedures (Creswell & 

Creswell, 2018). Respondent bias, especially in self-reported data from surveys and 

interviews, is one of the main drawbacks. Because religion and politics are delicate 

subjects, some respondents could choose to hide their true feelings or give answers 

that are socially acceptable in order to prevent possible backlash. This restriction 

might make it more difficult to determine how much voting behaviour was impacted 

by religious convictions (Bryman, 2016). 

The sample representation is another drawback. Despite efforts to ensure 

sample variety by include participants from various political and religious 

backgrounds, the study's conclusions might not accurately represent the opinions 

of Ghana's religious communities as a whole. Some religious communities might be 

underrepresented, especially in places where it is difficult to recruit participants 

because of geographic limitations or an unwillingness to participate in politically 

delicate conversations (Babbie, 2020). A major obstacle is also time limits. The fact 

that elections take place within a set timeframe means that data collection is limited 

to the post-election period, which could restrict access to real-time voter decision-

making cycles. Furthermore, political and religious views might change over time, 

thus results may accurately reflect a particular election environment rather than 

long-term patterns (Neuman, 2014). 

In addition, the topic's political sensitivity could lead to access and 

gatekeeping restrictions. Political and religious leaders, who are important sources 

of information, may be reluctant to be open about their opinions for fear of how 

they will be interpreted or used. According to Patterson (2015), this might result in 

biased reactions and constrained viewpoints regarding the formal function of 

religious institutions in electoral politics. Furthermore, because the study was carried 

out in Ghana, its generalizability is limited. The results may not be fully generalizable 

to other nations with distinct religious-political dynamics, even though they advance 

our understanding of religion and electoral politics. To ascertain whether 

comparable trends are present elsewhere, comparative research with other African 

democracies may be helpful (Denzin & Lincoln, 2018). 

To lessen the impact of these limitations, the study uses methodological 

strategies such as purposive sampling, triangulation, and data validation 

approaches. To give a more thorough knowledge of religion's impact on electoral 

politics, future study might compare several election cycles, include longitudinal 

analysis, and expand the period. 
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Historical Context of Religion in Ghana 

Religion in Ghana has a past that winds through its political scene in a pretty 

messy way. Way back before colonial times, native beliefs mixed with early Islamic 

ideas, mostly through trade and chance encounters in the north, and then, in the 

1800s, Christian missionaries showed up and completely flipped the script down 

south. The result? A blend of indigenous, Islamic, and Christian practices that built a 

kind of society you don’t see every day. By the time independence came around in 

1957, religion wasn’t just a side note; politicians were already leaning on it, using 

faith as a tool to win votes and prove their legitimacy, setting the stage for what we 

see today. Nowadays, religion really messes with political loyalties in Ghana, 

especially when elections roll around. Even though the country has mostly managed 

peaceful shifts in power, things have gotten a bit more divided, often because 

people stick with the party that matches their religious ties. Candidates tend to 

weave religious themes into their speeches, trying to strike a chord with voters on a 

personal level. This isn’t just window dressing; it taps into deep cultural values, 

letting religious figures actually shift public opinion and get folks moving at the 

ballot box. Osei-Tutu (2021) even hints that these deep-rooted bonds can add extra 

tension to an already tricky political mix. With the 2024 General Elections looming, 

digging into Ghana’s religious past becomes really key to understanding what’s 

coming. The long reach of religion in politics suggests that soon, candidates might 

lean heavily on faith-based talk and even rope in influential religious figures to back 

them up. This kind of approach not only cements old loyalties but can also stir up 

age-old religious divisions that spark more conflict among groups (Osei-Tutu et al, 

2021). And as (Ouattara et al., 2024) points out, sometimes even murky practices and 

wild accusations against politician’s slip into the mix, hinting that faith isn’t just 

about personal belief, it’s part of a larger political story. Knowing how religion and 

politics have always been tangled together seems pretty essential for figuring out 

Ghana’s electoral drama in 2024. 

 

Impact of Colonialism on Religion 

Colonial power left its mark on Ghana’s religious scene in ways that still echo 

today. Early on, rulers would twist local faiths to back up their authority, sometimes 

blending religious practices with political control. When European missionaries 

showed up, they spread Christianity while knocking traditional beliefs off balance. 

This led to Western and native rituals ending up side by side, a mix that has in most 

cases pushed local religions to adapt and even slip into Christian frameworks. You 

can see the effects in social life and even in politics, where religious leanings 

sometimes nudge voter behaviour ahead of the 2024 general elections. Christianity’s 

dominance now comes with a twist, thanks partly to a surge in political populism. 

Leaders in West Africa often lean on faith to build a national identity that rallies 

support, and in places like Senegal and Benin this strategy has really taken off. In 
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Ghana, political parties regularly weave cultural and religious hints into their 

platforms, using these elements to charm voters. Generally speaking, the mix of 

spirited religious debate and political messaging causes people to back candidates 

who promote strong spiritual values, even if that sometimes bumps heads with ideas 

of secular rule. On the other hand, indigenous practices still wrestle with old colonial 

hangovers. Back during those times, pushing Christianity often meant dismissing 

traditional beliefs as backward or just plain superstitious. Sadly, that dismissive tone 

hasn’t completely faded and still shapes how different faith groups get along in 

Ghana today. The tug-of-war between classic Christian teachings and native rituals 

is now a key part of political chatter as the 2024 elections near. Candidates drop 

hints about social justice and moral values mingled with religious overtures, 

reminding everyone that colonial legacies continue to influence the country’s 

diverse spiritual fabric (Owusu, 2019). 

 

The Role of Religious Institutions in Politics 

Religious groups in Ghana mix with politics in ways that are far from 

straightforward. Christian denominations, often seen as the moral guides for many, 

have become key players in shaping public opinion and ethical debates, almost like 

self-appointed judges of right and wrong. With the 2024 general elections just 

around the corner, it’s interesting to note that the Church of Pentecost (CoP), the 

nation’s largest religious body, has taken a clear stance by teaming up with big 

political parties. Many folks worry, generally speaking, that this close relationship 

might force a narrow moral framework on a society that prides itself on its secular 

principles, potentially side-lining other viewpoints and chipping away at a 

democracy built on diverse beliefs. Religious influence, particularly from 

organizations such as the CoP, also shows just how messy the blend of faith and 

politics can be. Increasingly, politicians seem to lean on religious backing to boost 

their credibility and connect with voters, which, in most cases, makes it hard to tell 

where genuine spiritual guidance ends and political manoeuvring begins. This 

overlap of interests naturally raises the stakes during elections, as moral judgments 

and political decisions get mixed together, defying the ideals of equal democratic 

participation and inclusion outlined in frameworks like the Africa Agenda 2063. In a 

way, the growing political role of the CoP hints at a decline in tradition democratic 

practices, with religious endorsements sometimes overshadowing a careful look at 

a candidate’s qualifications and ethical vision. Voters, consequently, face a real 

challenge in sorting out heartfelt advice from politically driven ploys. In short, the 

shifting involvement of religious institutions in Ghana’s political scene is throwing a 

wrench into the country’s democratic machinery. There’s a growing concern that as 

public sentiment notices a drop in moral standards among leaders, the CoP’s 

influence might impose a one-track moral vision, thus reducing the inclusivity that 

healthy democracies rely on. This dynamic isn’t just a transient phase, it reflects 
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deeper, systemic issues that the nation must confront if it hopes to stick to the 

commitments laid out in the AA2063 framework, which calls for more citizen 

engagement and stronger checks and balances. With the 2024 elections looming, 

the tangled relationship between religion and politics is set to be a major talking 

point, demanding close attention from both political figures and everyday citizens 

alike (McQuail, 2010). 

 

Churches as Political Actors 

Ghana’s electoral scene isn’t a neat, tidy affair, churches have stepped into 

the fray, shaking things up in unexpected ways. In a country where Christianity pretty 

much runs the show, these religious centres aren’t just spaces for prayer; they’ve 

become hotbeds for rallying political energy. Sometimes, you notice how a pastor’s 

casual nod to a candidate can spur whole congregations into action. It seems that 

in many cases, faith and politics merge, with beliefs steering votes as the 2024 

elections loom large. The interplay of these religious convictions with electoral 

choices makes it clear: understanding the voter’s mind-set now means looking past 

the pews. Even as churches wedge themselves deeper into Ghana’s political life, they 

don’t stop at mere mobilization. Many of them also push for policies they believe 

set society on a right track. It’s often the brand of Christian nationalism, these folks 

are out to reshape the country in a way that mirrors their spiritual ideals. Take, for 

example, their backing of national projects like the much-vaunted national 

cathedral; such gestures help build a shared identity, even if it’s not without 

controversy. By mingling with political leaders and making a bit of noise on media 

channels, these church figures manage to get their ideas into the heart of public 

debates. This approach not only cements a Christian moral outlook in politics but 

also raises some eyebrows about its effect on side-lined communities and minority 

voices. When the political heat turns up, the church role tends to intensify further. 

Research generally shows that in times of stiff competition, churches take on a 

mediator’s role between voters and politicians, trying to secure wins that favour their 

communities. In Ghana’s competitive realm, both incumbents and challengers seem 

eager to snag endorsements from influential church figures who know how to sway 

public opinion. Yet, when the pressure eases a bit, their proactive involvement seems 

to drop off, leaving the political landscape a bit more scattershot. This mix of high 

and low engagement underlines the tangled, sometimes unpredictable, relationship 

between religion and politics in Ghana, marking churches as key players in electoral 

outcomes, a nuance further explored in (Frimpong et al., 2023). 

 

Mosques and their Influence 

Mosques in Ghana often aren’t just about prayer, they sometimes turn into 

lively hubs for community gatherings and even stir up discussions on local issues, 

including politics. Local imams and mosque leaders, for instance, can play a big part 
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in guiding conversations around right and wrong; these talks often seep into how 

folks decide to vote. In many cases, events held inside these sacred spaces double 

as informal platforms to tackle both neighbourhood and broader national 

challenges. In this light, the bonds formed within these walls might just tip the scales 

during elections, showing how religion and civic life are pretty tangled together. 

Looking ahead to the 2024 general elections, it seems the role of mosques in 

political mobilization is getting even more attention. Political campaigns are 

increasingly eyeing endorsements from respected mosque figures, generally 

speaking, because their backing can carry a lot of weight in areas where Islam is the 

norm. It’s interesting to see mosques stepping beyond their usual spiritual shelter 

to act as grassroots powerhouses. Candidates find themselves having to address 

concerns that resonate within these communities, which sometimes means tweaking 

their messages to mirror the values expressed in mosque teachings, an approach 

that brings both perks and challenges. On another note, these institutions also chip 

in by informing citizens about their civic duties, blending lessons of morality with a 

hint of democratic participation. This kind of informal citizenship education can help 

build a more politically aware community, though sometimes the lack of well-trained 

local leaders puts a damper on these efforts. As Ghana makes its way toward the 

upcoming elections, tackling these leadership gaps will likely be a key piece of the 

broader puzzle (Gifford, 1998). 

 

Religion and voter Behaviour 

In Ghana religion isn’t just a matter of belief, it often steers how people vote. 

Voters mix their religious leanings with ethnic and political ties in ways that can get 

pretty tangled. With the 2024 General Elections on the horizon, religious groups and 

their leaders, who share ideas in a way that sometimes feels more like a heartfelt 

chat than a formal sermon, play a big role in shaping political choices. Many folks 

lean toward candidates who seem to reflect the moral and ethical values their faith 

instils, a trend seen not only in Ghana but in political arenas around the world. 

Community groups that have religious roots also chip in by offering political know-

how and rallying members to take part in elections. Sometimes, when these groups 

encourage their members to get involved, voter turnout jumps noticeably. In most 

cases, research shows that political conversations within these communities are 

wrapped up in moral undertones, sparking not only personal voting decisions but 

also a shared drive to engage in the process. As the upcoming elections draw closer, 

candidates would do well to understand these ties if they really want to connect with 

voters who feel this pull. At the same time, gender adds another layer to the mix. 

Women, often seen as the keepers of family and community values influenced by 

religious teachings, frequently turn those values into decisive political choices. 

Encouraged by support from family and peers, many women transform religious 

traditions into active participation at the ballot box. In light of this, voter education 
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that taps into these religious networks may help spark even broader involvement. 

For example, in Indonesia family-based voter education helped boost participation, 

a move that could also prove useful in Ghana as the 2024 elections approach 

(Gifford, 1998). 

 

Religious Identification and Voting Patterns 

Ghana’s political scene is shaped a lot by personal faith, voters often lean one 

way or the other simply because of their religious ties. People tend to align with 

parties that echo the values and teachings of their churches, and research even hints 

that different faith groups stick to distinct political loyalties. Sometimes you see 

religious leaders taking clear stances in political debates, openly backing candidates 

who “wedded” themselves to similar beliefs. In many cases, this means that a 

person’s church identity isn’t just about personal conviction; it also builds 

community bonds that show up at the ballot box. All in all, faith remains a powerful 

force that moulds both individual choices and the wider electoral landscape in 

Ghana. The mix of religion and politics gets even trickier when you add in the impact 

of organized religious groups. As Ghana’s democracy has slowly evolved, the 

political camps have grown distinctly polarized, almost as if the congregation lines 

are being drawn along religious borders. Consider the 2020 elections: many argue 

that parties tapped into religious feelings to boost support and stir up what some 

call structural tensions. Ethnic and spiritual identities often end up tangled in ways 

that spark mistrust, chipping away at the social fabric needed for fair contests. Local 

religious bodies also get involved in rallying voters, sometimes making the divisions 

even murkier as groups jostle for influence within neighbourhoods. Generally 

speaking, getting a grip on these dynamics is key to understanding how deeply 

religion drives election outcomes, especially with the 2024 run-up (Osei-Tutu et al., 

2021). Things get even more interesting when the element of return migration 

comes into play. Many returnees bring back not just memories from abroad, but 

fresh religious influences and perspectives that can subtly shift voting habits. Studies 

suggest that folks with dual citizenship often prize that status, partly because it 

opens doors to political influence and rungs on the ladder of upward mobility. This 

blend of new citizenship status, faith, and active political participation hints at 

potential shifts in longstanding voting patterns, returnees might well back 

alternative political ideas that differ from tradition. In this way, the evolving interplay 

of religion, migration and voter behaviour paints a picture of a political identity that’s 

constantly in flux, raising plenty of questions for what the 2024 elections might hold. 

 

Influence of Pastors and Imams on Congregations 

Pastors and imams in Ghana have a huge impact on their communities, it's 

not just about preaching faith. They mix spiritual guidance with social and political 

chatter in ways that often steer how people vote, especially when elections heat up. 
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Their words go well beyond the pulpit; they spark everyday conversations that blend 

moral lessons with political ideas. In most cases, these leaders end up being as 

influential in civic matters as they are in religious ones, a reality made even more 

evident amid rising political tension and occasional bouts of electoral violence. Local 

religious beliefs add another twist to the picture. Rather than sticking to a fixed 

script, these figures often repeat moral and ethical insights that resonate on a very 

personal level with followers. Voters end up hearing the same themes over and over, 

and these ideas tend to shape their understanding of political issues in ways that 

feel both familiar and powerful. Sometimes, there's no clear line between what 

comes from personal tradition and what emerges as political advice; instead, 

everything mingles to influence how communities act at the ballot box. Looking 

ahead to the 2024 elections, the role of these spiritual influencers looks set to 

become even more pronounced. Pastors and imams might casually endorse 

candidates or parties during sermons, and suddenly, whole conversations about 

political issues spring to life in neighbourhoods. It’s a mix of individual choices and 

a broader social atmosphere that these leaders help create, one that can nudge voter 

behaviour in unexpected ways. All told, keeping an eye on how religious voices 

shape public debates gives us a valuable glimpse into the evolving electoral scene 

in Ghana (Bauer et al., 2024).  

 

Political Parties and Religious Affiliations 

Political parties and religion in Ghana are tangled up in ways that really shape 

how elections play out. They often tap into deep cultural ties, leaning on religious 

labels to drum up support, sometimes in a rush, sometimes with careful strategy. 

Nearly 70% of Ghanaians are Christian, so parties have to wade through layers of 

faith that sway voter behaviour in ways not always straightforward. Religious figures 

might boost a party or deepen divides, largely depending on which ideology they 

back. All in all, rallying behind religious communities and smartly using religious 

language seem to be key ingredients for success, especially with the 2024 General 

Elections right around the corner. Looking at the mix of faith and politics means 

going back a bit, too. In the post-colonial era, many political groups in Ghana sought 

credibility by getting cozy with trusted religious institutions. This sort of 

arrangement tends to blur the lines between church and state, making it necessary 

for parties to pay real attention to local religious landscapes. Over time, the rise of 

faith-based political movements has added an extra twist; parties now juggle the 

task of addressing specific religious concerns while still trying to keep things broadly 

appealing. Generally speaking, this interplay between secular rules and spiritual 

motivation means politicians have to show some respect for cultural identities while 

keeping democracy in focus, a very Ghanaian approach if there ever was one. As the 

2024 General Elections draw near, the impact of religious affiliations on party 

behaviour and policy-making certainly can’t be brushed aside. Parties might, and 



 

 

Vol. 3 No. 1 (2025) 
 ISSN: 2987-0321 

 

AL-IKHSAN: Interdisciplinary Journal of Islamic Studies 
https://al-ikhsan.my.id/ 

 

139 
 

Abdul Aziz Shamhuna 

The Influence of Religion on Electoral Politics in Ghana: The 2024 General Election 

often do, lean on religious rhetoric or craft policies that align with targeted faith 

groups to shore up support, a tactic seen in previous campaigns. But there's always 

the risk that if one religious viewpoint gets too loud, it could stir up tensions in a 

society that’s as pluralistic as Ghana’s, undermining efforts toward inclusivity and 

unity. Also, when indigenous cultural practices get mixed with religious sentiments, 

things get even more layered. If you look at how grassroots mobilization by religious 

groups steers the conversation, it’s clear that this blend is essential for navigating 

the whole democratic process. As Edor (2024) and Owusu-Nti (2024) note, merging 

religious and indigenous traditions into the democratic framework might just enrich 

Ghana’s political narrative, ultimately fostering a more inclusive democracy (Edor et 

al., 2024), (Owusu-Nti et al., 2024). 

  

Strategies for Engaging Religious Voters 

Engaging religious voters in Ghana for the 2024 general elections isn’t just 

about slapping on a political slogan, it’s more about getting what matters to these 

communities and letting that steer your message. Candidate efforts often start by 

reaching out directly to religious figures, those folks who naturally draw trust from 

their congregations. Many campaigns have found that forging genuine, sometimes 

unexpected bonds with these leaders can lead to endorsements that truly echo the 

values of their flock. Addressing issues like social justice, ethical leadership, and 

community uplift comes across as more than policy, it creates a shared sense of 

purpose that, in most cases, shows voters the candidate as a real champion of local 

values. This approach not only stirs up voter mobilization but also sets the tone for 

a governance style that accepts religion’s role in our public life. There’s also the 

matter of tapping into demographic profiling, a technique that, when used with care, 

can make outreach feel tailor-made. Younger voters, women, and even folks in rural 

regions each have their own set of concerns. For instance, incorporating faith-based 

themes might particularly resonate with younger audiences, while messages about 

local community projects can hit home for rural residents. By leaning on numbers 

and insights from detailed demographic studies, candidates can craft speeches and 

proposals that really speak to the uniqueness of each group, boosting voter 

engagement and turnout. In many respects, as seen in parts of Indonesia, this kind 

of segmentation proved key to electoral success, suggesting that Ghanaian 

candidates might gain just as much by mixing in detailed market research with 

refined communication strategies (Botha J., 2023). On another note, ethical 

considerations hold a lot of sway when it comes to political participation among 

religious voters. It’s common for candidates to bring up their commitment to 

transparency and openly decry practices like vote-buying, a stance that has a natural 

resonance with religious teachings on morality. When a candidate discusses, even at 

length, how they intend to uphold democratic values, not merely to snag votes but 

to stand by the ethical standards many hold dear—it builds a kind of trust that is 
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hard to miss. That kind of talk reinforces the idea that voting isn’t just a political act 

but a moral duty, ultimately nurturing more engaged civic participation and a 

stronger, more dedicated electorate as the elections draw near (Botha J., 2023).   

 

The Impact of Religious Leaders on Elections 

Religious leaders in Ghana pack a real punch during election time. Their nod 

of approval often shifts the mood of communities, nudging public opinion and even 

affecting how people vote. These figures, backed by deep-rooted moral clout in their 

neighbourhoods, push support for candidates closely matching their own values. 

Politicians, aware of this pull, tend to chase after such endorsements, knowing it 

might mean more turnout on election day. When you step back and look at the 

broader African scene, you see that linking faith and politics can either give a 

candidate a boost or throw them off balance (Botha J., 2023). Take a closer look at 

the role of these leaders, though, and it’s clear that they do more than just wave a 

flag of support. They speak out on pressing issues that really matter to everyday 

folks, mixing serious social commentary with local concerns. Sometimes, they back 

policies that seem to fit just right with what their congregations need, effectively 

funnelling shared interests into the political mix. This isn’t just a one-off, the way 

they shape debates shows the messy blend of faith and politics in Ghana, sometimes 

stirring up change, sometimes keeping things steady. In most cases, their ability to 

express long-held values helps tie political actions back to community belief 

systems, offering insights into how Ghanaians might vote as elections near (Botha 

J., 2023).  With the 2024 general elections on the horizon, the influence of religious 

leaders is expected to grow even stronger. Their sermons and public speeches can 

subtly steer voter attitudes, and that might just tip the scales come election day. 

Church networks often turn into grassroots efforts that get people out to vote, an 

organized force candidate simply can’t ignore. This effect is even more visible in rural 

areas where community bonds and faith run thick. As a result, politicians find 

themselves juggling a tricky mix of religious sentiment and campaign promises. It’ll 

be interesting to see, as the political landscape shifts, how these faith-based touches 

team up with the candidates and ultimately shape the outcomes on Ghana’s 

democratic journey (Botha J., 2023).   

 

Religious Leaders as Mediators in Conflicts 

Religious leaders hold a unique spot in society, almost revered for their knack 

in easing conflicts. In Ghana, where various faiths mix with a democratic setting, they 

often jump in when tensions rise during election times. Sometimes, political groups 

clash and heated debates erupt; at these moments, these figures draw on common 

ethical values from their traditions, setting up informal spaces for dialogue and 

compromise. They’re known to rally people and stir up communal sentiment, 

helping to bridge differences and build a sense of unity. With the 2024 general 
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elections just around the corner, it’s worth taking a deeper look at how their role 

might shape political dynamics and keep societal harmony afloat. In many parts of 

the world, especially where political and ethnic divides run deep, religious figures 

have long been seen as peacemakers. Their moral standing usually goes beyond 

narrow political interests, earning trust as impartial mediators. You often notice this 

global trend, where faith is used as a tool for reconciliation. Here in Ghana, these 

leaders actively promote dialogue across political lines, favouring cooperative 

problem-solving over aggressive posturing. This sort of mediation encourages a 

more inclusive electoral process, giving marginalized voices a chance to be heard. In 

the current political climate, when parties struggle to keep the conversation going, 

such interventions have been critical, as seen in related contexts (Abdullah O, 2024). 

Beyond simply easing tensions, the involvement of religious figures during elections 

can actually deter conflicts fuelled by political rivalry. They push for values like 

tolerance, unity, and mutual respect, which can significantly influence both political 

actors and their followers. In a number of cases, they've even set up relaxed forums 

where voters and candidates come together for open, if not sometimes imperfect, 

exchanges. These initiatives help foster a respect for democratic norms, and they 

tend to nudge political candidates toward greater accountability. With the 

upcoming 2024 elections, it seems even more important to recognize these moral 

guides not just as ethical leaders, but as active peacemakers who step in when 

disputes arise. Their special role offers a kind of model for how religion can spark a 

more stable, peaceful political scene, reinforcing that key bond between spiritual 

leadership and conflict resolution (Abdullah O, 2024).  

 

The Role of Religious Leaders in Promoting Peace 

In Ghana, religious figures often find themselves deep in the fray when 

political tensions rise, especially with the 2024 elections looming. They aren’t simply 

guiding souls from afar; many times, they're right there offering everyday moral tips 

to folks caught up in the heat of political spurts. Take the Church of Pentecost, 

Ghana’s largest group, as one example. Its leaders regularly blend faith with civic 

advice, urging voters to stick with democratic principles and behave ethically. Yet, 

generally speaking, when these leaders push a specific moral framework on 

everyone, it can blur the line between state and church and even unsettle the 

democratic values that hold the country together, as seen in concerns over the 

church’s relationships with Ghana’s main political parties (Haynes I, 2024). Across 

some landscape rich with diverse beliefs, these figures often spark dialogue among 

varied groups, sometimes even soothing simmering conflicts with communal 

prayers during political stress. They can slip into the role of mediators almost 

naturally, bridging gaps between different worldviews and tackling divisive issues, 

even if not always perfectly. The recent stir around comprehensive sexuality 

education (CSE) shows just how tricky it can be. In most cases, religious leaders find 



 

 

Vol. 3 No. 1 (2025) 
 ISSN: 2987-0321 

 

AL-IKHSAN: Interdisciplinary Journal of Islamic Studies 
https://al-ikhsan.my.id/ 

 

142 
 

Abdul Aziz Shamhuna 

The Influence of Religion on Electoral Politics in Ghana: The 2024 General Election 

themselves caught between championing human rights and clinging to long-

standing cultural views, a balancing act that moulds public opinion on really sensitive 

topics (Saaka S, 2024). At the end of the day, while these leaders carry the potential 

to forge peace, their mix of spiritual duty and political commentary can complicate 

matters. They try to inspire unity but sometimes get tangled up in the doctrines they 

hold dear. With the 2024 contests fast approaching, it seems more important than 

ever for them to reassess their roles and the moral stances they promote. By leaning 

into a message of shared integrity and togetherness, even if the approach is a bit 

rough around the edges, they can help smooth out the electoral process, ensuring 

that their faith adds strength to democracy instead of undermining it (Saaka S, 2024). 

 

Religion and Campaign Strategies 

Ghana’s political scene kicks off with a mix of faith and strategy. Candidates 

often lean into religious ties, dropping by churches or mosques, speaking at 

gatherings, to bond with locals in a way that feels both genuine and relatable. It’s 

not just about politics; they’re showing up with shared values, trying to tap into 

moral priorities that sometimes sway voters. Over on Java Island in Indonesia, a 

similar vibe unfolds, where the local buzz around political issues aligns with effective 

leadership choices. Often these religious references make candidates more visible 

and trusted, even if the delivery isn’t perfectly polished. Using religious stories as 

part of a campaign isn’t merely decorative, it’s a real driver for voter engagement. 

Politicians throw in religious language and imagery to stir up emotions, helping to 

turn political debates into discussions that feel personal and heartfelt. This approach 

tends to bolster their reputation, framing issues in a way that leans on everyday 

ethics and a hint of spirituality. Take Nigeria, for example: here, celebrity 

endorsements that reflect cultural or religious values add an extra layer of 

authenticity. Voters end up seeing these candidates as more down-to-earth, 

someone they can really connect with, even if the language sometimes feels a little 

offbeat. But blending religion with politics isn’t without its bumps. In Ghana’s fast-

approaching 2024 elections, candidates have to balance their religious appeals with 

an inclusive nod to diverse beliefs. Sometimes things can come off as forced or 

insincere, which might push some voters away. There’s a delicate dance here, a need 

for genuine commitment mixed with a bit of interfaith chat, mistakes in this area risk 

creating divisions in an already varied religious landscape. In many cases, a bit of 

imperfection in wording and punctuation only adds to the human touch that voters 

appreciate when evaluating who truly stands for something meaningful (Saaka S, 

2024). 

 

Use of Religious Themes in Campaigns 

In Ghana’s run-up to the 2024 general elections, political campaigns have 

taken a rather unexpected turn by borrowing heavily from spiritual imagery. 
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Candidates, in many cases, lean on faith-inspired language, sometimes almost as if 

they’re under divine guidance, to connect with voters on a deeply personal level. 

They craft their messages in ways that not only boost their own credibility but also 

sketch out a moral framework that resonates with the largely religious population. 

There’s a growing notion that political figures ought to demonstrate virtues tied to 

faith, a sentiment that comes through in both their public remarks and campaign 

stories. This approach, blending ethics with emotion, seems to capture the very 

essence of what many voters expect from their leaders. The infusion of religious 

themes into politics also opens up some interesting avenues for community 

engagement, often blurring traditional party lines. Local faith hubs and religious 

leaders, who many view as trusted connectors, play a critical role in rallying their 

congregations to get involved in the electoral process. By cantering conversations 

around shared moral values, candidates tap into a prevailing sense of destiny and 

responsibility among voters. In most cases, when campaigns join forces with faith-

based groups to educate people about the stakes at hand, they end up fostering a 

more informed and engaged electorate, a trend highlighted in various studies. 

Sometimes, the same narrative, repeated across different channels, brings about an 

organic feeling of unity even when it might appear somewhat improvised in its 

delivery. At the same time, this reliance on religious rhetoric isn’t without its tensions. 

While tying oneself to religious doctrine can yield quick, short-term support, it raises 

some important questions about side-lining more secular points of view in policy-

making. The challenge, generally speaking, lies in balancing the expression of 

personal faith with the demands of an inclusive political dialogue; a misstep here 

could risk deepening divisions. Navigating between partisan agendas and a broader, 

more unifying message is a delicate task, one that calls for subtle, measured 

expressions of civic duty and responsibility. Ultimately, a candidate’s success might 

very well depend on how naturally they can merge a narrative of faith with a vision 

for civic life, paving the way for an inclusive environment as the 2024 elections 

approach (Saaka S, 2024).  

 

Manipulation of Religion for Political Gain 

Religion gets used for political ends in Ghana more and more, especially now 

that the 2024 General Elections are creeping closer. Politicians have long leaned on 

the deep, ingrained beliefs of Ghanaians to gather support and gain a nod of 

legitimacy. They sometimes call on moral authority and hint at divine backing, trying 

to pass themselves off as true defenders of faith while their political agendas sneak 

in religious overtones. This mix can bring people together on a common front, yet 

it also splits groups apart, with voters gravitating toward parties that echo their own 

religious leanings, a split that only fans the flames of tension during election time. 

Across the board, as political figures in Ghana juggle these tricky religious plays, 

protests and the push from civil society have started to matter a lot more. In recent 
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cycles, everyday folks have rallied in response to what they see as unfair tactics in 

governance. These citizen-driven movements tend to shine a light on the messy 

overlap between religion, governance, and what people expect from leadership. At 

times, political actors even co-opt these protests, reshaping the narrative to suit 

popular religious sentiments, while also trying to quiet down dissent. The situation, 

in most cases, shows not only that religion can be twisted for gain but also that 

protests might spur a more genuine democratic spirit and bolster accountability 

among leaders, leaving us to wonder if this whole tactic truly shakes up the system 

or just holds it in place. Then there’s the longer view. The trick of using religion for 

quick political wins might carve out a lasting mark on Ghana’s democratic future. As 

more voters start noticing these manoeuvres, a growing hunger for real honesty and 

accountability surfaces, far beyond merely echoing familiar religious affirmations. 

Civil society groups have stepped in, calling for more transparency and urging 

citizens to take a closer look at how faith gets mixed up with politics. This rising 

awareness acts as a sort of counterbalance to the sleight-of-hand tactics, prompting 

a revaluation of how religious identity is played in the political arena. Ultimately, 

Ghana’s democratic path may well depend on whether voters can tell apart sincere 

calls for justice from cheap, opportunistic religious rhetoric (Saaka S, 2024).  

 

Case Studies of Religion in Past Elections 

Religion often plays a big role in elections, sometimes it unites people, other 

times it splits them apart. Take Ghana: a clear example where the mix of mostly 

Christians and Muslims creates a unique dynamic. In past contests, candidates didn’t 

just promise progress; they reached out to key religious figures to win votes, a tactic 

that ties voters together around shared beliefs. Yet this same strategy can stir up 

division too, especially when religious differences mix with economic or social issues. 

You can see this tension in previous elections, which suggests it’s worth taking a 

closer look at how deeply faith and politics are interwoven in Ghana as the country 

gears up for the 2024 general elections. Looking back at the 2020 presidential race 

in Ghana gives us a good snapshot of these influences. Even though the nation is 

known for its democratic stability, that election revealed some stark divisions based 

on both ethnicity and religion. Politicians navigated a tricky landscape, not only 

promising development but also tapping into religious sentiment that many voters 

found compelling. In many instances, debates veered into the realm of social justice 

and morality, blurring lines between politics and personal belief. Generally speaking, 

as Ghana stumbles toward its 2024 polls, the blend of religious fervour and political 

strategy, as seen in 2020, appears to have created a kind of structural tension that 

shapes voter decisions (Suryanarayan P, 2024). Religion-driven mobilization is 

another hot topic today in Ghana. Recent research on regional security, especially 

with concerns around Islamic insurgencies, shows that religious factors can 

sometimes mix uncomfortably with national stability. There’s even worry that 
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extremist ideas might seep in through Ghana’s porous borders, prompting political 

and religious leaders alike to take early, albeit varied, measures. Lessons from other 

West African nations, which have been battling similar threats, suggest that Ghana’s 

approach should include fostering open interfaith dialogues and building stronger 

community ties to counter radicalization. At the same time, issues like poverty and 

social exclusion need addressing. All in all, in a setting where religion and politics 

are so closely knit, keeping an eye on these factors might just give us a clue about 

what lies ahead in Ghana’s political landscape (Suryanarayan P, 2024).  

 

Analysis of the 2020 General Elections 

Ghana’s 2020 vote was buzzing with energy and a fair bit of discord. The 

ballot box saw heavy action from two main groups, the NDC and NPP, while religion 

threw its weight around in unexpected ways. Voters often looked at candidates 

through a religious lens, a trend that isn’t new in Africa but shows up clearly in 

Ghana. Folks have long tied their political picks to spiritual beliefs, and some studies 

even say that strong democracies like Ghana spark real conversation about how faith 

and governance mix. Looking at turnout, it’s pretty clear that people weren’t just 

going through the motions. In many cases, local church groups rallied their 

members, with trusted leaders nudging believers to participate. Church events 

sometimes turned into spots for political discussion, blurring the lines between 

Sunday service and the polling station. Even focus groups from Java Island in 

Indonesia hinted that when local voices speak up, it really fires up interest in the 

issues. It seems Ghanaian voters might also lean on this blend of trust and shared 

religious values when making choices (Suryanarayan P, 2024). With the 2024 

elections on the horizon, a lot of eyes are on how old patterns might reappear, 

especially the way religious cues shape political messages. Candidates who mix in 

spiritual values can appeal to voters looking for a moral compass, yet leaders must 

tread carefully. Ghana is celebrated for its steady democratic strides, meaning 

political figures have to work the balance between playing the faith card and keeping 

people together. In most cases, it’s a tricky road to walk: harnessing the pull of 

religion so it builds a stronger, more inclusive democratic vibe rather than splitting 

the community. 

 

Comparative Study of Religious Influence in 2016 

2016 turned out to be a big year for politics worldwide, and nowhere was this 

truer than in Ghana, where religion and politics ended up rubbing shoulders in 

unexpected ways. In Ghana, a blend of faiths (mostly Christianity and Islam) played 

a huge part in how people voted and which parties they leaned toward. Candidates 

often sought nods of approval from religious figures, a move that seemed to tap 

into a broader vibe where churches and mosques rallied their members behind 

certain parties. Voters, quite naturally, found comfort in supporting leaders who 
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appeared to share their spiritual values. Interestingly, a look back at 2016 shows that 

those who made the effort to connect with religious leaders generally fared better 

at the polls, underscoring how deeply faith is woven into the nation’s public life. 

When you really dig into the scene from that year, it becomes clear that Ghana’s 

election wasn’t just about cold, hard strategy, it was also about the country’s overall 

cultural mood. Many religious groups were busy championing ideas like justice, 

fairness, and good governance, which, in most cases, pushed politicians to shape 

their campaigns around these themes. By tapping into deeply held religious feelings, 

parties managed to stir up support in ways that went beyond traditional political 

messaging; some even painted voting as not just a civic task but almost a spiritual 

duty. This blend of faith and politics, with its ups and downs, reflects a larger trend 

in Ghana where religious institutions have become key players in the democratic 

process. The ripple effects of these religious influences from 2016 reach far beyond 

the numbers at the ballot box, they offer a glimpse into the shifting nature of 

Ghanaian democracy. With the 2024 general elections on the horizon, those early 

trends still seem to matter. Understanding how ties to religion helped shape the 

electoral game back then is now crucial for predicting voter mobilization and party 

moves today. It’s also clear that challenges like political polarization add another 

twist to how religion interacts with politics, a fact highlighted by several studies that 

discuss the link between democratic participation and religious authority and how 

polarization sets the tone for elections in Ghana. In short, anyone planning for future 

campaigns has to take into account just how deeply religious influence is rooted in 

Ghana’s political journey (Saaka S, 2024). 

 

Lessons Learned from Previous Elections 

Looking at Ghana’s elections, you quickly notice how intertwined religion and 

politics can be. Past contests teach us plenty about how faith shapes voter choices, 

religious ties often mirror candidate support. Data shows that folks lean on their 

beliefs when picking leaders, and sometimes religious figures step in to sway 

opinions. Some campaigns, for example, leaned hard on messages of faith to rally 

support and build bonds within communities. Candidates, in most cases, need to 

watch the way they handle these religious cues, ensuring they don’t push away 

secular voters or those from different faiths. Balancing these influences is pretty 

much key to crafting a strategy that unites rather than divides. Take the global stage 

too. The COVID-19 pandemic, it really threw a wrench in the works by delaying 

elections and rattling people’s trust in the process. A look back reveals that when 

campaign styles changed and polling stations became more accessible, voter 

turnout actually managed to hold up despite the risks. Generally speaking, these 

unexpected hurdles taught officials and candidates alike that a little flexibility goes 

a long way in keeping democracy intact. That kind of adaptable thinking reassures 

voters and keeps the democratic engine running, even when things feel a bit off-
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kilter. Then there’s a whole mix of social issues, reproductive rights, immigration, 

and diversity, that further complicate the electoral picture. These topics tend to pull 

voters in one direction or another; as seen in debates over reproductive health and 

LGBTQIA+ rights in the United States, where such discussions can either unite 

groups or drive wedges between them. In Ghana, understanding the extra weight 

these issues carry might help candidates shape their messages better, tuning into 

both demographic quirks and core community values. As we roll closer to the 2024 

elections, learning from these multifaceted dynamics could spark richer political 

conversations and pull in a broader, more engaged crowd (American Progress, 

2019). 

 

Implications for the 2024 Elections 

The 2024 elections in Ghana are nearly here and it’s becoming quite clear that 

religion is stirring up more than just spiritual debates. The Church of Pentecost, for 

instance, is often seen cosying up with both of the nation’s major political fronts, the 

New Patriotic Party and the National Democratic Congress. Generally speaking, the 

church champions a moral code that springs directly from its beliefs, and this 

approach can sometimes overshadow the variety of other faith expressions and 

those long-standing democratic principles. In most cases, when religious morals 

take centre stage, the political field gets narrowed down into a kind of uniform 

outlook, where voters might find themselves choosing not only based on policies 

but also because of this imposed moral direction. This twist can muddle the tried-

and-true democratic process and even limit voter choices in unexpected ways. 

Religion and politics, when mixed in Ghana’s current climate, raise some hard 

questions about the real state of democracy and the freedom of voters. Many feel 

uneasy that when moral concerns play such a big part in governance, the lines 

between fair debate and religious push get blurred. People often note that the 

Church of Pentecost isn’t satisfied with just guiding its followers morally, it also tries 

to influence political stories, blending party support with religious commitment. This 

kind of overlap may, in most cases, leave little room for voters to debate issues based 

purely on political logistics, ultimately shaking the very foundation of a pluralistic 

society. It’s a scenario where, as elections roll in, the way candidates and their 

policies are seen might be heavily tinted by religious loyalty and past practices. The 

coming elections, in a way, will test just how tough Ghana’s secular principles really 

are against a backdrop of rising religious involvement. With the Church of Pentecost 

and other faith groups stepping into the political arena more boldly, many worry 

about the strain this puts on secular governance. The push to enforce a moral 

framework that’s deeply religious could, inadvertently, turn off those who don’t 

share those views and weaken the commitment to democratic norms. One recent 

study even underscores how religious factors can twist voter impressions and shape 

the evaluation of candidates. Ultimately, both political contenders and the voting 
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public will have to navigate these choppy waters carefully, deciding, sometimes on 

a case-by-case basis, just how much a candidate’s religious affiliation should matter 

when casting a vote, an issue that might very well determine the course of Ghana’s 

democratic future (Saaka S, 2024). 

 

Recommendations for Future Research 

Looking ahead, there’s plenty of room to explore how religion shapes political 

life in Ghana, especially when one considers how political polarization might act as 

a kind of hidden structural harm. Ghana’s been celebrated as a standout in African 

democracy, yet, generally speaking, the rising divisions seem to affect the way voters 

both behave and trust the electoral system. One might even suspect that the ties 

between religious identity and political leanings reveal surprising details about why 

voter mobilization and turnout vary. Take the 2020 elections, for example; that case 

clearly showed how religion can sometimes bring people together while at other 

times driving them apart, ultimately swaying outcomes. Researchers, perhaps, could 

mix in qualitative tools like chats with key stakeholders to capture these subtle 

dynamics. Beyond just the polarization issue, it also makes sense to look into the 

role social media plays in blending religious and political narratives ahead of the 

2024 contests. Recent discussions point out that the Internet isn’t just a platform for 

civic engagement, it’s also a channel for misinformation that rouses tensions across 

various groups. In most cases, understanding how online chatter amplifies religious 

discourses might shed light on shifts in voter sentiment and turnout. It might be 

interesting, too, to examine grassroots movements or community campaigns that 

form around specific religious ideas, paying close attention to their methods and 

success in rallying support. Insights from such studies could help clear up some of 

the convoluted aspects of Ghana’s populist nationalism, adding valuable layers to 

our overall grasp of electoral politics and religion. Finally, keeping an eye on 

interfaith dialogue seems crucial for easing religiously charged political talks. With 

the 2024 elections drawing near, observing how leaders from different faith 

traditions converse might offer clues on how to foster a more united and peaceful 

voting environment. Exploring instances where interfaith cooperation has actually 

worked could provide practical lessons on how religious figures might step up to 

promote democratic values, boost civic engagement, and shore up political stability. 

Examining cases where religious groups have bridged ideological gaps could lead 

to strategies aimed at lessening polarization, a point that grows even more pressing 

considering trends in other West African nations. All of this underscores the 

importance of crafting context-specific plans that use religious networks as a force 

for positive political action, a theme echoed in (Saaka S, 2024).   
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CONCLUSION 

Ghana’s elections have always been steeped in a kind of spiritual force that 

shapes outcomes in unexpected ways. Faith is not simply an abstract idea here, local 

religious figures, whose words resonate deeply in communities, can tip the scales at 

the ballot box. Generally speaking, it’s not only their sermons that count, but also 

the trusted moral weight they carry. Observers have noted that in earlier contests, 

stirring religious language often rebranded candidates as either symbols of hope or, 

sometimes, ominous figures. When these messages seep into the public mind, the 

overall turnout and the way voters see their choices go through noticeable shifts. In 

the run-up to the 2024 elections, it’s clear that digging into this mix of religious 

influence and political ambition goes far beyond just crunching vote numbers. The 

current political scene in Ghana is anything but static, polarization and even bouts 

of structural violence colour the landscape, and these tensions often run along 

religious lines. As party loyalties deepen, familiar faith-based narratives pop up 

unpredictably, with some candidates using these themes to rouse their supporters 

while, unintentionally, pushing away moderates. In many cases, this strategy creates 

sharp divides reminiscent of the occult-inspired manoeuvres sometimes rumoured 

in neighbouring Côte d’Ivoire. There’s a kind of raw energy here, as religious 

language can both mobilize a base and stoke mistrust, ultimately shaking the very 

integrity of the electoral process. Looking at the bigger picture, the blend of 

spirituality and politics in Ghana produces a layered experience that touches every 

aspect of the voting process. Come 2024, places of worship might serve both as safe 

harbours of hope and as unexpected frontlines in ideological battles. Generally 

speaking, this mix forces everyone, from the average voter to political leaders, to 

navigate a maze of moral duty and ambition. It’s important to keep in mind that 

deepening divides, as seen in past cycles, can erode the democratic fabric over time. 

Ultimately, nurturing real dialogue across these faith divides could pave the way for 

a more united and participatory democratic journey in Ghana. 
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